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Global Forestry

• Forests:
• Public Goods as well as Private Goods
• Global as well as Local Resources
• Ecosystems rather than sources of wood
• Ecosystem‐based/Sustainable Forest 
Management rather than timber harvest 
scheduling/ SYTM

• Recognition/importance of various 
ecosystem services in global challenges 



Global Forestry

• Carbon sequestration, climate change, 
REDD+

• Biodiversity and Convention of Biological 
Diversity (CBD)

• Forests and Air and Water Pollution
• Forests, Bio‐economy, and Sustainable 
Development

• Forests and Urbanization 
• Forests and Health
•



Forestry Education

• For successful career in forestry
• Management of ecosystem rather than 
timber, and ecosystems include people

• Not only biological science but 
biological, social, and management 
science

• Integration science 
• Global perspective 
• Hard skills as well as professional skills 



You

• Foresters of China in the 21st Century
• A Different Role in China
• Much Wider Global Presence

• Leadership and Supporting Role
• Different Perspective
• Need of a Different Skill Set   



Faculty of Forestry

•1996 ‐Master of Forest 
Conservation (MFC)

•A Professional Program – produce 
Professionals/Managers and not 
experts  



MFC Program Objectives

• To have knowledge about recent technical, 
institutional, and managerial innovations;

• To integrate knowledge and expertise from natural, 
social, and management sciences;

• To apply academic knowledge to the solution of 
practical management problems; 

• To develop skills in decision making and conflict 
resolution;

• To develop leadership skills and the capacity to 
function effectively in multi‐disciplinary teams; and

• To produce professionals who can articulate and have 
effective oral and written communications skills  



Top Ranked Universities and 
Forestry Education (QS 

Ranking 2013)•
Rank University Forestry Rank University  Forestry

1 MIT 10 Princeton

2 Harvard 12 ETH

3 Cambridge 13 Pennsylvania

4 UCL 14 Columbia

5 ICL 15 Cornell x

6 Oxford x 16 John Hopkins

7 Stanford 17 Edinburgh x

8 Yale x 17 Toronto x

9 Chicago 18 Ecole Polytechnic x

10 Caltech 19 King’s College



University of Toronto
Established in 1827, 
University of Toronto has 
one of the strongest research 
and teaching faculties in 
North America.

Consistently ranked number 
1 in Canada and within the 
top 20 in the world.



Faculty of Forestry
Established in 1907, the Faculty of 
Forestry at the University of 
Toronto was Canada’s first 
forestry faculty.

First Professional Program in Forest Conservation 

The Faculty of Forestry is globally 
recognized as a power house in 
scientific advancement and 
technological creativity. 



MFC Program Description
• A 16 month intensive course-based multidisciplinary 

program; 

• Strong focus on practical training – internship and field 
trips;

• Unique in its design and delivery

.
• A Global Perspective –

International field trip

• Students from diverse 
background – History to 
Computer Science 

•

.



Local Field Trips

Haliburton Forest
Long Point

Durham Region Forest

High Park-Toronto

Jokers Hill

Canadian Ecology Centre (Mattawa)



Summer Internships
MFC Coordinator advises and assists 
with arrangements for internship 
opportunities.

Internships are a 2-3 
month placement 
with a  forest 
conservation-related 
host organizations 
(June to August).



International Forest Conservation
Field Camp

D



Core Courses
First Semester – starts right after labour day

Orientation – 2 days and then off to camp

First semester courses

FOR3000H Current Issues in Forest Conservation

FOR3001H Biodiversity of Forest Organisms (Haliburton)

FOR3002H Applied Forest Ecology and Silviculture

FOR3003H Economics of  Forest Ecosystems

FOR3012H Analytical Methods in Forest Conservation







Core Courses
Second Semester

FOR3004H Forest Management Decision Support Systems

FOR3009H Forest Conservation Biology

FOR3010H Society and Forest Conservation

North Bay Field Trip, 
late February

Plus electives













Core Courses
Third Semester

FOR3011H International Forest Conservation Field (May)

OR

FOR1585H Urban Forest Conservation Field Camp 

OR

Another U of T field course approved by the Faculty of Forestry

•Haida Gwaii

FOR3007  Internship in Forest Conservation 
(June-August)

Krivoklat Castle
Czech Republic 2006



International Forest Conservation 
Field Camp





Malaysia 2012
• Meet up in Kuala Lumpur 
• Lectures on forest practices and utilization – Forest Research Institute of 
Malaysia (Kepong) 

• Visits to plantation forests near Kepong 
• Palm oil and rubber plantations, Negeri Sembilan State 
• Lowland and hill forests, Negeri Sembilan 
• Home gardens and traditional medicine; Minangkabau traditional culture 
• Flight from Kuala Lumpur Intl airport to Sandakan, Sabah (Borneo) 
• Visit at Sepilok Forest Reserve – including talks on forest conservation 
and research in Borneo 

• Orangutan “rehabilitation” center (and sun bear conservation) 
• Mangrove forests and proboscis monkeys 
• Heath (“kerangas”) forest 
• Rafflesia park (world’s largest flower) 
• End up at Kota Kinabalu — coral reefs / snorkeling 



China 2011
• Beijing 

• Visit Beijing Tiantan Furniture Plant 
• Visit Badaling Great wall 
• Visit Badaling Forest Farm

• Title: conservation of ancient wood structures in 
China Speaker: Mr. Duan Xinfang, professor of 
Chinese Academy of Forestry 

• Title: introduction on Chinese Society of Forestry 
Speaker: Professor Shen Gui, Deputy secretary‐
general of Chinese Society of Forestry 

• Title: Forest policy issues in China Speaker: Mr. 
Hu Yuanhui, division director of State Forestry 
Administration 

• Visit Summer Palace 
• Visit Forbidden City and Tiananmen Square 
• Fly to Kunming 

• Stone forest, Jiuxiang cave
• Yunnan nationalities / minorities
• Western hill forest park
• Dongchuan landslide area (erosion control pojects)
• Haikou forest farm / Golden temple
• Boat trip through forest types (into tropics at 

Xishangbanna on Laos border
• Northernmost shorea forest in Asia
• Wild elephant valley

• End up at Jinghong



Internships
• 2-3 month placement with a forest conservation- related 

host organization

• June to August

• Any safe place in the world-from Toronto to Global 
Destinations



INTERNSHIPS









Closer to home

http://www.yourleaf.org/


Fourth Semester

FOR3006 Case study analysis in forest management

FOR3008 Major Paper in Forest Conservation
Academic and Host Supervisors

Core Courses

Major Paper Defenses
December 2006

Complete remaining electives



Electives and Design Your 
Own Program

Three Electives (1.5 FTE):

• Forestry or non-forestry graduate courses, directed 
studies etc.

• Recommended NOT to take any electives in the first 
semester

• Plus Internship

• Plus Major Paper



Design your own Program
• Conservation Biology, 
• Fire Ecology, 
• Human Dimension of Conservation,
• Urban Forest Conservation, 
• Forest Health and Protection, 
• Tropical Forest Conservation,
• Environmental Conservation,
• Biomaterial and Bio-energy



• knowledgeable
• problem solvers
• communicators
• integrators
• team workers

Graduates of the program are:



• 4-year Bachelor’s degree

• Transcripts (mid-B  (80-82%) in both of last 2 
years)

• English 

• 3 letters of reference

• Letter of interest

Admission Requirements 
and Application Process



Fees and Financial Support
Compulsory annual tuition and incidental fees 
for M.F.C. candidates in 2013-2014:

– One year full-time fees from September 
through August are $29,403 per year 
including mandatory health insurance 
coverage. 

– As a graduate student of the University of 
Toronto, M.F.C. students have access to the 
number of facilities and resources existing at 
the University. 



Student Background

• Biology
• Ecology
• Engineering
• Environmental 

Studies
• Forestry
• Geography
• Natural Sciences & 

Agricultural 

• Relevant Social 
Sciences 
(Anthropology, 
Economics, 
Business, History, 
Policy, etc.)



BA
14%

BSc
73%

BScF
10% Other

3%

Undergraduate Degree



federal 
government

3% provincial 
government

31%

municipal 
government

10%
non-

governmental 
organization

14%

university/coll.
10%

industry
3%

consulting
10%

self employed
3%

other 
17%

Employer Types



Post-graduation work 
permit program and 

immigration opportunity
After graduation, students can gain 
Canadian work experience by applying 
for a work permit. For details, please 
refer to: 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/work-
postgrad.asp



Thanks so much for your attention!

Welcome to Faculty of Forestry!

www.forestry.utoronto.ca
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